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Introduction

| n the last 20 years, several million believers in the Messiah, Jesus, have
prayed for Muslims during the month of Ramadan. Jesus commanded
his disciples to ask “the Lord of the harvest to send labourers into His
field” God has been visibly active in the Islamic world during the last
20-30 years. Millions of Muslims have discovered the living Messiah in
recent years. Efforts to take the Good News to Muslims have multiplied
and people from the same background are increasingly taking the lead
in these efforts. We invite you to join us again in this worldwide 30-day
prayer movement to see the Kingdom of God come in the Muslim World.
Nothing is too hard for God. Do we really believe in Him?

This call to prayer for Muslims originally came during a meeting of
several Christian leaders in the Middle East in 1992. Believers involved
in an international movement sensed God’s desire to call Christians to
pray for the Muslim world. A prayer movement was planned to coincide
with the Islamic month of Ramadan, which follows a lunar calendar (in
2012 this is from July 20th through August 18th). It was intended that
“30 Days"should be during the month of Ramadan for two main reasons:
(1) as a means for Christians to identify themselves with Muslims during
afixed period of the year and (2) to call upon God's sovereign intervention
in the lives of Muslims during a time of the year when they are acutely
religious. Please note that praying during the month of Ramadan does
not mean we conform ourselves to the Muslim practices of fasting and

See “Understanding Islam” on pages 8—9.
See our web site: www.30-days.net

Below: A crowd gathers before Friday prayers in Iran’s
second largest city, Isfahan (population 3.5 million).
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is impossible to

please God. Are we
willing to believe

God to bring

salvation to the

Muslim world?

prayer. As believers in Jesus, we differ with Islamic ideas, theology, and practice Several million

in several areas. However, the “30 Days” movement emphasizes God’s love for Muslims
Muslims. We encourage all believers in the Messiah to cultivate a spirit of humility, worldwide have
love, respect, and service toward Muslims. ’
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last 30 years.



“Twill

multiply your
descendants

as the stars of
heaven ... And
in you all the
families of the
earth shall be
blessed”

Believing God’s Ancient Promises

ver 4,000 years ago, God spoke to Abraham and his
descendants. These promises form the foundation of
God’s activity on earth today.

God told Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed, because you have abeyed My
voice” (Genesis 22:18).

God spoke to Isaac, “I will multiply your descendants
as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all
these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 26:4).

God spoke to Jacob (lsrael), “Your descendants will
also be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out
to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the
families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 28:14).

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law in or-
der that in the Messiah, Jesus, the blessing of Abraham,
might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive
the promise of the Spirit through faith. .. These prom-
ises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed” (Galatians
3:13-14 and 16a).

“And if you belong to the Messiah, then you are Abra-

ham’s descendants, heirs according to promise” (Gala-
tians 3:29).

Muslims universally claim Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
Ishmael as major figures in their religion. However, few
Muslims know much about any of these men. The Qur'an
and the traditions concerning Muhammad contain little
information about God's promises to these patriarchs or
information about their lives. Most Muslims have no idea
the ancient promises on this page have their actual fulfil-
ment in the Messiah — Jesus.

Many of us as Christians have lost sight of God’s vi-
sion concerning the blessing for all the families of the
earth. We have let ourselves be dominated by fear and
sometimes prejudice when concerning Muslims. To over-
come this we must repent of our fear and ask God again
for faith, affirming God's goodness toward the peoples of
this world. We must repent of our apathy and ask God
for hope, His hope for the Muslim world. We must repent
of our lack of love and ask God for His love so we can
participate in the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural King-
dom of righteousness Jesus promised (Matthew 6:10
and 2 Peter 3:13).

“God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face
to shine upon us, that Your way may be known on the
earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let the peoples
praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You" (Psalm
67:1-3).




radical lovew”

campaign

Challenging Followers of the
Messiah to Love Muslims as He Does

Christian relations with Muslims have often been characterized by conflict, fear, and lack of love.
This is the opposite of how Jesus taught his people to live. As his followers, we are promised a
love which casts out fear. We are commanded to love our neighbors and even our enemies. The
Radical Love Campaign is encouraging followers of Jesus to resolve to imitate and obey Him by
making the following pledge:

o

— Hewalked amongus

; I will repent of any hateful feelings toward Muslims and pursue love.
tie walks ame AL sl I will pray for Muslims, that God will bless them and that they will experience His peace.
I will do at least one act of kindness for a Muslim this next year.
I will respectfully share the good news about Christ.
I will not spread negative stereotypes about Muslims, but rather fill my words with grace.
Iwill champion this cause, armed only with love, truth, and good deeds.
Jesus walked among us, full of grace and truth.
Am | following His example? Be Radical lie Jesus. :
L Champion this cause and change the world. But the fruit of the
Do | walk with him now? Spirits love, joy, peace,
Am | full of grace and truth? Isign the pledge: patience, kindness,
S . goodness, faithfulness,
Am [ abiding in the vine?

L . ) e . tleness, self-
In addition, sign the pledge online at www.radicallovenow.com and mobilize 10 friends to gentieness, 5

do the same. Translations are available in several languages online at : Indonesian | french |

control; against such
things there is no law
where Jesus walked obeying His Father. Left: Nazareth today. Korean | Arabic | Portuguese. See also: www.facebook.com/radicallovenow (Galatians 5:22-23).

Photos: Above: The Sea of Galilee and the Beit Shean Valley




Ramadan 1433

he dates for Ramadan are established
according to the Islamic lunar calendar of
354 days. Starting 11 days earlier each year,
it takes about 33 years for this calendar to
go through every season. In 2012, Ramadan
will be from about July 20th through August
18th; though this can vary from country to
country. The fasting period begins and ends
with the sighting of the crescent moon. For
more information consult the Islamic web
site; www.moonsighting.com. Because of
the changing nature of the Islamic year, the
2012 booklet is actually our 21st edition.
There have been 21 Islamic lunar years since
the beginning of “30 Days” in March 1993
(year 1433 of the Islamic lunar calendar).

Note: The moon is not an object of worship in
the Islamic religion.

- "~

How should we use this booklet?

Over the coming weeks, you may pray and fast in a variety of
ways. Some days five minutes may be all that God will ask
from you as you participate in this prayer effort. However, par-
ticipants will sometimes be quided to pray for longer periods.
Individuals could use this booklet during their personal time with
God. Likewise, groups could use it for special prayers during church
services throughout the month of Ramadan. Many groups have
organised special prayer meetings during the “Night of Power,’
which is a special Muslim prayer time (see Day 26 of this booklet).
We would encourage you to find creative ways to involve as many
people as possible in this prayer focus. Jesus gave special promises
of blessing for Christians who pray and agree as a group (Matthew
18:20).

Please try to use the Scriptures as much as possible in prayer.
We have included various Bible references throughout the booklet.
It would be good to meditate on these texts and speak them out

“Pray witl fait imGod =

the one who keeps promises.

in prayer. Proclaim them before God; ask Him to inspire you. This
will build your faith and God can give you new insights for prayer
based on His Word.

You could organise some weekly or twice-weekly meetings
over this 30-day period with your church, youth groups, Study
groups, or children’s groups. Have athers join with you in a special
meal using the prayer topic for that day. You could even research a
particular culture, including food, dress, and music.

In groups, it is helpful if the leader and the group focus their
prayers for one subject area at a time, rather than constantly
changing focus. Each person should wait before moving on to a
different topic, allowing each one to pray his or her prayers over the
current subject area (1 Corinthians 14:40). God is creative, and has
made us in His image, so we can expect creative ideas and prayers
as we seek Him (Romans 8:26).



JULY 20 /DAY 01

From Fear to Faith

Walking with Jesus, overcoming evil with good

Around the world believers now have a choice: are
we going to believe God or be gripped with fear?
Are we going to act in faith or react in fear? Islamic
militants have intimidated many. An apprehensive
dread of Islam has come into the hearts of believers
and unbelievers alike. There is no denying minorities
of Muslim fundamentalist suicide bombers and war-
riors have succeeded in propagating panic. Muslims
themselves have become fearful, many of them hav-
ing to live with the possibility of death. Fear and prej-
udice have caused many to simply dislike anything
relating to Islam, and some of us may find it easy to
ariticize Muslims.

But how are we going to move forward as believers?

If we are critical of Islam and Muslims, we need to remember we, like them, are human
beings. There are possibly many aspects of our lives, values, ideas, and thoughts which
others could criticize. Criticism may sometimes be helpful, but it can also reflect a lack of
love. If we are unloving we need to repent.

Let us be honest with God. God loves people in all ethnic and cultural groups. And He
intends for them to be before his throne one day: “Because you were slain, and with your
blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and
nation” (Revelation 5:9). May God help us get our attitudes in line with God’s values.

Light chases darkness. A single match can illuminate a large room. And if several candles
are |it then a room becomes even brighter. The darkness and inky blackness cannot not
succeed against light. Simply turning on a switch can flood a room with light. Are we
ready to keep the light switched on?

Faith can replace fear. Fven a little faith can move mountains. Let faith arise in our hearts.
God can change the Muslim world, millions can still come to know the forgiveness of sins.
and new life in Christ. Believe it.

Prayer and action ideas:

> Encourage yourself by reading the testimony on the next page. Know God is at work in
the Muslim World. He reaches behind veils.

4 Pray for yourself. Are you afraid of Islam? Are you afraid of Muslims? Are we going
to let fear dominate us? Are you critical? Submit yourself to God. Let His love fill your
heart. Rejoice in the Lord, rejoice in His light.

4 Pray for your family and church in a similar way.

Praying with
faith, hope
and love
assures victory
over fear.




JULY 21 /DAY 02

A Poem from Saudi Arabia .
o Inhabited the Depthiof My Meart” z Unwed Single Mothers
e inhaoiledt e_f/]&;@ My eart - Moroccan women have special challenges
i & B R, ™
el 9% - - it Likealmost every country in the world, Morocco has difficulties concern-
I beheld his light from afar p— ing sex and marriage. However, Morocco's “lttle maids” have an espe-
from behind the mountains, from behind the horizon. cially difficult situation.

He arose like the light of the radiant morning filled with joy.

He arose within my soul so filled with darkness,

my lost and confused soul, my soul that did not know the meaning of rest.
Yet he visited me like the gentle breeze.

Like the fragrance emanates through the hills. He visited me . . .

He inhabited the depths of my heart and settled there within.

He filled my soul with purity, with life.

He is Jesus, the tender compassionate one Jesus,

the source of my joy Jesus, the anchor of my soul.

| adored him since | first met him, and have melted in passionate love for him.
And how could it be other-wise? For he has loved me from days of old.

Most of Morocco’s unwed mothers are poor, illiterate women from the
countryside who started working as domestic servants, or “little maids,”
as young as age seven. Handed over into enslavement by their families
because of financial need, the girls spend long hours cooking and cleaning
for better-off Moroccans. Their fathers take what little money they make.
After years of this, many girls will have sex with any man that is kind to
them and promises them marriage. Countless others are raped (being the
‘property”of the man of the house). Those who get pregnant often end up
on the streets—or worse. About half of the women who get pregnant out
of wedlock have been promised marriage. Other big reasons for unwanted
pregnancies are prostitution (14%), as well as rape and incest (7%).

" _F. - -
* . < A woman is supposed to be a virgin when she marries, and needs
< - to have a ‘certificate’ of virginity. Not being a virgin brings shame on the
PR S

family. Since extramarital sex is the ultimate cultural taboo, unmarried
mothers are ostracized, harassed, and even threatened with death by their
own families. So-called “honour killings” are illegal and rare in Morocco,
but do occur, usually in rural areas. In Morocco, it is unusual for a young
girl to live on her own, and it is difficult for her to find a job to provide for
herself and her bahy. Some turn to prostitution and about 40% of the un-

wed mothers abandon their babies anywhere they can, even in garbage
As we begm this time Ofprayé’r. Read and meditate on this poem e b)/asaud/ woman who binsl t0 avoid social ostracism. According toone Womanl“|f| were to aban-

believes in the Messiah. We can all ask ourselves if our own relationship with God has the depth and don my child, | would live as a zombie: alive but dead inside." An unwed
beauty we read in this text. Am | knowing Jesus in this way? mother can be persecuted for adultery/fornication and get sentenced to




prison for up to six months
(though this punishment is
not often carried out). Some
mothers leave the hospital
right after birth without hav-
ing gotten proper medical care
for fear of being prosecuted.

Some believers in Morocco
care for single mothers, help-
ing them keep their babies and
finding employment for them.

Prayer ideas:

> Pray for a renewed concept of fatherhood across the land: that fathers would
start to value their daughters more than the family honour.

> Pray for the working with single mothers: for courage to stand against the
accusations and incomprehension of general society.
> Pray for the mothers: that they would know that there is a God of love that will

extend forgiveness to them and care for them, that they would get to know Him
as the ‘protector of widows and orphans’ (Ps 68:5).

JULY 22 /DAY 03

Muslims in Alsace, France

Isace has the third highest percentage of concentrated immigrants in France, though not

in terms of absolute population. In addition, a good number of immigrants have be-
come French citizens, and many of them Muslim. It is estimated 120,000 Muslims live in the
Alsace area, which forms the Eastern Border with Germany. The largest Muslim communities
are found in Mulhouse and Strasbourg. In Mulhouse, one person in four is from an Islamic
background. One in five among the immigrants are Turkic. The Muslim community in Alsace is
well organised. Their formerly improvised mosques are giving way to well built Islamic centres.
Assignificant number of fundamentalists are making their impact on the Muslim community.

Despite the strong presence of Muslims in the region, few mission agencies are present.
However, there is a significant presence of believers in the area. Through their testimony
numerous Muslims have come to faith in the Messiah. Some are found in“Oasis groups,”which
use culturally adapted expressions of the Christian faith.

ATestimony from Alsace : I come from a modest Muslim family of Algerian background. |
had an opportunity to read the Bible for the first time in my home country. | was especially
touched by John 3:16, where | discovered that God is love. During my studies in France, | met
a believer from a Moroccan background who brought me to an Oasis group. The testimonies
given by group members inspired me to repent and draw near to God. | was baptized and |
began living a new life in relation to a local congregation. God leads me, even through difficult
circumstance, to a greater life in the Messiah.

Prayer ideas:

4 Pray for open doors in the Muslim community and a well-adapted Christian witness.
> Pray for the dynamic efforts among the youth in several urban areds.
D> About 30,000 Turks are in Alsace. They are hardly touched by the Gospel.



Understanding Islam:

Muhammads life

N 0 one can fully understand Islam without knowing some-
thing about the life of Muhammad. All Muslims revere
him as the last and greatest prophet. In Islam, Muhammad
is considered the ideal example. Muhammad is in no way
considereddivine, norishe worshipped, butheisthemodel forall
Muslims concerning how they should conduct themselves.
No images of Muhammad are permitted in order to prevent
idolatry.

The Early life of Muhammad: The prophet of Islam was born in
AD 570 in Mecca, a city in present day Saudi Arabia. He was a mem-
ber of the Hashim clan of the powerful Quraysh tribe. During much of
Muhammadss lifetime pagan idol worship abounded in Arabia. An
estimated 360 gods and goddesses were worshipped by the Arabs in
Mecca, which was a major centre of idolatry in the region. Muslim his-
torians speculate that even as a boy, Muhammad detested idol worship
and lived a morally pure life.

Initial Revelations: According to Muslims, at the age of 40, in AD
610, Muhammad began to receive revelations and instruction that he
believed were from the archangel Gabriel (Jibrail* in Arabic). These
“revelations” form the basis of the Qur'an. Muhammad proclaimed his
revelations were the final and superior message from the One Supreme
God — even though at the beginning Muhammad even doubted he
was a prophet. He banned the worship of idols, and established civil
and religious order in Medina and, eventually, Mecca. Muhammad
died in AD 632 in Medina, Saudi Arabia.

Relations with Jews and Christians: During his life, Muhammad
met many people who were nominal Christians. He also learned many
religious ideas and customs from Jewish clans that were living in the
region of Mecca and Medina. Muhammad's claim to be a prophet was
not accepted by the Jews, leading to serious conflict. However, Jewish
and Christian ideas, practices, and history are prevalent in the Qur'an,
although they are often distorted.

*Note: Muslims refer to “Jibrail” as the “holy spirit.”

The Kaaba in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Practicing

Muslims worldwide orient themselves toward
this building while praying.



The Islamic Story of God and Man

Following is a broad explanation of the story of God and man, as under-
stood by many Muslims. This comes from stories in the Quran and the
Hadiths (traditions about the life of Muhammad, which proscribes for many
Muslims how they should live, collected some 250 years after his death),
and there may be variations of it among different Muslim communities.

The Earliest Times:

The creator God made all that exists, including Adam and Eve (called Hawa).
God placed this first couple in a heavenly paradise, but they sinned and they
were thrown down to the earth. Adam and Eve then lived in the region
of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, where Adam built the first house of God, “the
Kaabah,” in Mecca and practiced an early form of Islam. After the flood of
Noah (Nuh), the Kaabah was rebuilt by Abraham and Ishmael.

The Ancient Prophets:
The Quran and Islamic tradition mention several prophets who preached

an earlier type of Islamic religious law. However, the general story is vague
and not well rooted in history. Here are the names of some prophets recog-
nized by Islam: Adam, Noah (Nuh), Abraham (Ibrahim), Lot, Isaac (Ishaag),
Ishmael, Jacob (Yaqub), Job (Ayub), Joseph (Yusuf), Moses (Musa), Samuel
(Shammil), David (Daoud), Solomon (Sulaiman), Elisha (Elyas), Jonah (Yu-
nus), Hud, Salih, Daniel, John (Yahya), Jesus (Isa)and others.

Jesus (Isa) from an Islamic perspective:

The Messiah, Jesus (known as Isa in Islam), was born miraculously through
Mary (Miriam). Jesus (Isa), the good prophet, preached an earlier ver-
sion of Islam to the Jews. He then ascended into heaven without dying or
rising from the dead. Judas, his disciple, died on the cross as a traitor in Jesus'

place. God transformed Judas' face to look like Jesus, but Jesus did not suffer.

The Life of Muhammad AD 570-632:
The life and prophethood of Muhammad took place mainly in Mecca and
Medina in Saudi Arabia. (See the previous page for more information).

7th Century after Christ to present:

Islam was spread worldwide through trade, preaching, and jihad. Islamic law,
Muhammad's example, tradition, and Islamic jurisprudence have dictated
Muslim behaviour and values.

An Islamic View of the Future:

Jesus (Isa) will return and will work to establish Islam around the world. An
Anti-Christ figure (Al-Dajjal) will be overcome by Isa and Al-Mahdi (another
long awaited, Islamic political religious leader) establishing Islam worldwide.
Jesus will marry, have children, die, and be buried in Medina, Saudi Arabia.
Later, there will be a resurrection of the dead, the Last Judgement, and the
rewards and punishments of paradise and hell.

Notes: God (Allah) in Islam is a total unity (there is no Trinity). Christian Arabs
use the word Allah when referring to the God of the Bible. However, the Islamic
and the Christian ideas of God differ significantly. While Muslims recognize Jesus
as Messiah (Al-Masih) and acknowledge His miraculous birth, they do not
recognize His divinity. Most Muslims do not understand the term “Messiah,” and
do not generally know that the Messiah is actually God’s anointed King.

Above: The Qur'an
This book is about
the length of the New
Testament. The word
Allah is indicated in
red. Arabic s read
from right to left.
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JULY 23 /DAY 04

| Married a Muslim
Yet even though | knew | had married a Muslim . ..

veryday | wake up next to the man that

| married. He is a Muslim and | am a
follower of Jesus. When we decided to get
married, neither of us was practicing our
respective faith, so it was an easy decision. In
fact, our faiths looked quite similar in many
ways, and my husband had convinced me
that they were indeed very similar.

Even though | knew | had married a
Muslim, his decision to renew his Islamic re-
ligious activities (just one year after getting
married) came as a huge surprise to me. It
totally upset the balance in our marriage,
because each of us had only been nominally
religious. Along with anger at him for chang-
ing, | also felt a growing resentment towards
his religion which | perceived as stealing
my loving, caring husband and replacing
him with someone who was so focused on
rules, regulations, and merciless rituals. Qur
romantic relationship took a serious turn for
the worse.

Ironically, it was his sudden fervour which
drove me back to my roots — my relation-
ship with Jesus. | had come from a Christian
family, grew up attending Sunday School,

Bible Camp, and even Bible College. |was a
leader and a role model in my church. What
was my problem? In one short word ...
pride. | never thought it could happen to me.
[ was firmly against marrying a non-believer,
but in some circumstances, we are capable of
doing anything.

Lately, I've been grappling with how |
will respond when my husband wants our
daughter to pray in an Islamic way. This prob-
ably won't happen fora while, but I dread the
prospect of it. | do not want my daughter to
say that Muhammad is a prophet or to deny
the divinity of Jesus. | keep praying that my
husband will come to know the Messiah
before this becomes an issue.

| have found the following verses to
be helpful (1 Peter 3:1-2). God is faithful.
There may be hundreds of thousands of
women and men around the world who
are experiencing similar situations in their
couple/family. Nothing is simple for them.

In some Muslim cultures, women who are mar-
rying have henna decorations to add to their
beauty but also to give them good luck.

Prayer ideas:

D> Pray for peaple you may know or those in your city, region, or country who are in
circumstances similar to the one described above.

D People in such situations need to be well connected to a church body in which they are
understood and supported.

» Pray for unity, wisdom, and discernment concerning child-rearing issues.

P A profound knowledge of God’s fove is needed for believers married to non-believers.
Followers of Jesus need courage to trust God for the salvation of their spouses.

D Pray against fear concerning the future. Uncertainty concerning the future can be
scary, especially when married to a Muslim. Pray for increased faith and trust.



JULY 24 /DAY 05

“Lift up your head, you are an Egyptian!”

The “Arab Spring” continues . ...

he events of January 2011 marked an important date to

Egyptian history. Through a largely peaceful uprising, the
people forced President Mubarak, who had ruled for 30 years,
to resign. “Lift up your head, you are an Egyptian!“This was the
slogan of the cheering crowd on Tahrir Square in Cairo after
this victory. Whether this event really will go down in history
as a real revolution remains to be seen. The challenges of the
country with its almost 85 million people are huge. More than
50% of the Egyptians are below 25 years of age; all want to
have a place to learn, study and work. The population growth
remains high at a rate of 1.3% annually. Severe inflations
rakes the country and salaries lag behind in the price growth.
Unemployment rate is around 15%. More than half of all
Egyptians are illiterate.

The country was influenced by the Christian faith right from
the first century AD. However, beginning in the 7th century
Islam became the most influential force. Christians number
about eight million people. The believers of Egypt constitute
the largest Christian minority in the Middle Fast. However, in
many areas of public and political life, they are being discrimi-
nated against. In government offices, academic institutions,
and the military, Christians rarely occupy senior positions.
In the labour market, people from the majority religion are
usually preferred. Activities of churches are restricted to church
owned grounds and buildings. Authorisations for the registra-

tion, repair, and construction of new churches are difficult to
obtain. The growing Islamisation of society gives much ground
for worry among Christians. In general, Christians react to
these challenges in the following ways:

Conversion: Between 10,000 - 20,000 mainly nominal Chris-
tians convert to Islam annually — mostly due to economic or
marriage problems.

Emigration: Many Christians do not see any future for their
children, and emigrate to the West. This leads to a serious
weakening of local congregations.

Isolation: Christians tend to withdraw from Eqyptian society,
maintaining contact with only other Christians. If possible, they
avoid having contact with Muslims at all

Evangelism: More and more Egyptian Christians and congre-
qations realise their responsibility for the majority population
around them. Several hundred workers have been trained in in-
tercultural ministries among non-Christians within and outside
Eqypt. Some are working in neighbouring countries.
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Prayer ideas:

D Thank God for Christian satellite television which has
been a big encouragement to believers in Eqypt. Pray the
teaching and evangelistic work through internet, radio,
and satellite TV will bear fruit.

D Thank God for both large and small prayer meetings
being held annually in Eqypt. Pray that congregations
will understand and act on their responsibility to train
and to send labourers into the harvest. Christians need
to be willing to be sent for ministry among people of the
Islamic faith, both inside and outside the country (Acts
9:10-17).

B Pray Christians will participate in helpful and Biblical-
based ways in the social and political life (remember the
examples of Joseph and Daniel).

11



JULY 25 /DAY 06

The Ansari People of India

Craftsmen who need to meet the Creator

|5Iam arrived in the Indian subconti-
nent about 150 years after the death of
Muhammad in Arabia in AD 632, through
Islamic armies as well as traders and Sufi
devotees. Muslimkingdoms ruled much of the
subcontinent for 700 years, until the British
rule and independence. Today there are over
145 million Muslims in India.

The Ansariare one of the largest unreached
people groups in the world, with a total
population of about 16 million people. They
are also one of the largest Muslim groups in

India (around 10 million). Most Ansari live
in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh
and most speak Urdu, but other commonly
spoken languages include Bhojpuri, Bengali,
Telugu, and Gujarati.

The Ansari are almost 100% Sunni
Muslim, and practice a syncretistic form of
Islam known as folk Islam. They frequently go
to a“mazar”a tomb of a Muslim saint, whom
they believe can mediate between man and
Allah. Many Ansari also wear amulets made
of verses from the Quran wrapped in cloth
and tied around their necks or waists. These
amulets are supposed to ward off evil spirits
and curses.

Traditionally, the Ansari are textile work-
ers and weavers of silk saris. However,
economic need has required many Ansari
to diversify into other handicrafts, such as
brass and woodworking, and while others
have left the artisan trade and have become
farmers or small  business owners.
Weavers work for and at the behest of, most-
ly, Hindu agents and traders who give them
advances and supplies. They struggle for up

to 12 hours a day, wages are low, and fami-
lies are usually in debt. Children often learn
weaving at the expense of education, and the
literacy rate, especially for females, is fright-
eningly low.

Suicides, starvation deaths, and the spread
of chronic diseases are common among the
weavers. Some of the health hazards include
poor work conditions (lack of sanitation, wa-
ter, and fresh air), worsening eyesight, and
diseases of the lungs and skin. Along with
these work-related hazards are problems
related to poor hygiene and sanitation. An
estimated 80% of all health problems, and
one-third of deaths, in India are attributable
to water-bome diseases.

Satan has attempted to destroy Ansari
families through rejection, injustice, poverty,
and death, but God is seeking to redeem the
Ansari to their full potential. There are some

scattered efforts to reach the Ansari, and in the
past two years, over 80 fellowships have been
started among the Ansari Muslims, but much
remains to be done.

Prayer ideas:

» Pray for more workers, and especially
for Indians to reach out to their Muslim
neighbours with the love of God.

D Pray for justice within the silk industry,
opportunities for income generation, and
a release from poverty for the indebted
Ansari.

D Pray for educational apportunities,
especially for girls.

D Pray for freedom from evil spirits and
deception (Mt 8:16, 10:1, Acts 16:16-18).

D Pray for revelations of Jesus, the one who
will set them free!



JULY 26 /DAY 07

The Siddis of Gujarat, India

Population: 20,000 to 65,